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Eskimos 

May Gain 
New Territory 
In Canada 


See story on page 2. 
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Eskimos 


May Gain 
New Territory 
In Canada 


Some Eskimos in Canada may soon become the 
biggest landowners in North America. 

The government of Canada has proposed splitting 
up its Northwest Territories into two pieces. One 
piece would still be called the Northwest Territories. 
The other would be a vast new territory called 
Nunavut. 

Nunavut means “our land” in the language of the 
Canadian Eskimos. Eskimos prefer to be called 
Inuits, which means “the people.” The new territory, 


about one-fifth of the land mass of Canada, is the 


size of California and Alaska combined. (See map.) 

Under a proposed agreement with the Canadian 
government, the Inuits would have the right to 
hunt, trap, and fish in all of Nunavut, which covers 
about 772,000 square miles. They would own about 
136,000 square miles of Nunavut. 

Why would Canada want to give so much land 
away? A vast store of oil, natural gas, and minerals 
might lie concealed beneath the frozen tundra of 
Nunavut. Canada wants to tap those riches. But the 
Inuits and some Indian peoples have claims on the 
land in the Northwest Territories that date back 
hundreds of years. 

The Nunavut agreement would settle the claims 
of the Inuits forever. In addition to owning a small 
part of the land in Nunavut, the people would 
receive about $1 billion over a 14-year period. They 
would also receive about 5 percent of any money 
made from mining and oil-drilling operations. — 

Is this deal a good one for the 17,500 Inuits who 
now live in the proposed territory of Nunavut? Some 
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of the people say that it is. For centuries, Inuits 
hunted on the frozen tundra and fished in the icy 
waters above the Arctic Circle. Even when European 
settlers came to Canada, the Inuit were left alone 
because no one wanted to brave the harsh climate of 
this frozen wilderness. 

But in the 20th century, a major gold rush and 


modern hunting methods brought settlers by the 


thousands into the Canadian Arctic. The Inuits, who 
once hunted by dogsled and kayak, now began to use 


~ snowmobiles and power boats. They also began to 


use rifles instead of arrows and harpoons. These 
modern methods of hunting soon wiped out much of 
the game on Inuit land. The Inuits were forced to 
work, at least part of each year, for Canadians who 
had set up mining operations in Arctic regions. 

For the first time, many Inuits were living in 
towns instead of roaming the tundra. Rather than 
hunting for their food, they bought it in markets 
with salaries they earned at their jobs. When work 
dried up, the Inuits had no way to earn money to 
support their families. Many Inuits began to depend 
on welfare from the Canadian government. 


Paul Quassa and Bob Kadlun, two Inuit men who 
remember the old Inuit ways, say that the Nunavut 
agreement would be a way to help the Inuit people 
support themselves again. They say that with 
money coming in from oil and gas sales, they would 
not have to rely on the Canadian government for 
help. And they hope to have a voice in their future. 
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—Bud Bemont 


An Inuit boy shows off his catch before returning to camp. 


Under. the agreement, Nunavut would remain a 
territory of Canada. The territory would not have 
full voting rights in Canada’s Parliament, as 
provinces do. But eventually, the people of Nunavut 
would be allowed to govern themselves. Today, 80 
percent of the people of the region are Inuit. But 
some Inuit people worry that discovery of a major 
pool of oil, for example, might bring a rush of set- 
tlers, who would also be voters. Soon Inuits might 
not rule their own land. _ 

Some. Inuits object to Nunavut because they don’t 
want to give up their claims in the Northwest 
Territories. Some other native peoples are angry 
about the proposed deal. These people are Indians 
who live in the Northwest Territories. These 
Indians, who are not Eskimos, have also hunted for 
centuries in the Arctic, and they say that some of the 
land and hunting rights in the proposed territory of 
Nunavut belong to them. 

“This would be a very black day if the government 
of Canada can ... deny the rights of one group of 
people by claiming to recognize the rights of another 
group of people,” says one Indian leader. 


How will this dispute between the Indian people 
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A hunting party sets off. Most Inuit people work at jobs but 
hunt for part of the year. 


and the Inuits be decided? This spring, all the peo- 
ple of the Northwest Territories will vote on the pro- 


posed boundaries of Nunavut. HEROrNe expect the 


vote will be a close one. 

If the boundaries are approved, then the Inuits 
themselves will vote on whether to accept the agree- 
ment with the government of Canada. 

Last, the Parliament of Canada will vote on 
whether to accept the final agreement. Some people 
in Canada don’t like the agreement because they 
don’t want to spend $1 billion for the right to de- 
velop Arctic lands. Some people are also unsure 
about whether the Inuits will do a good job of gov- 
erning the huge territory of Nunavut. But many 
Inuits welcome the chance to govern themselves. 

“The sooner we do it, the quicker we'll be able to 
tackle our many problems with some chance of suc- 
cess,” says Inuit leader Bob Kadlun. 


Which people, do you think, would benefit most 
if Nunavut becomes a territory? Explain your answer. 


—© Wolfgang Kaehler 
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—Gamma Liaison 


News Feature 


Should Ban On Ivory E 


During the 1980s, the slaughter of African ele- 
phants slashed their population in half, from 1.3 
million to 650,000. Each year, hunters killed thou- 
sands of elephants, hacked off their tusks, and sold 
the ivory at a high price. This ivory was used to 
make jewelry, chess sets, and art carvings. 

To protect the elephant, more than 100 nations 
agreed in 1989 to ban all sales of ivory and other ele- 
phant products. The United States was among those 
nations. The group that agreed to the ban is the 


Park rangers cull elephants in South Africa, a nation that 
has many elephants. | 


At dusk, an elephant herd gathers to drink 
from a watering hole in Botswana. 


Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES). This March, CITES nations will 
meet in Japan to decide whether to keep the ban on 
ivory. Five African nations that want to sell ivory 
will ask that the ban be lifted. 


Why Some Nations Want To Lift Ban 

The nations that want the ban lifted say elephant 
herds in their countries are too large. Some of these 
nations already are shooting elephants to reduce 
their numbers. Officials from these nations say they 
must kill some elephants so that other elephants 
will have enough food to survive. 

This method of controlling animal population is 
called culling. Officials from the five nations say 
that if they are going to kill elephants, they should 
be allowed to sell the elephants’ tusks. They say it 
is wrong to waste the ivory. 

The ban on ivory sales has hurt the elephant in 
some cases, these officials say. Zimbabwe has lost 
money because of the ban on ivory sales, so it has 
cut back its fight against poaching. A Zimbabwe 
official says that because of the cutback, 100 ele- 
phants were poached in 1990, compared with ten 
the previous year. 
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Get great photos... and all the facts, stats and inside 
scoop on your favorite athletes and sports—on large 
(7¥,” x10”), sturdy, coated, collectible Sports Pages. 


At your fingertips, you'll have all-time records for stars 
like Bo Jackson, “Air’ Jordan, José Canseco and Joe 
Montana... greatest sports moments... Hall of Famers 
like Mickey Mantle and Babe Ruth... the funniest 
“bloopers” of all time. Get all the information you 
want to Know about ALL the pro sports, from 
baseball to BMX biking. 
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& Please rush me a Free Introductory Collection: 10 Free 
Cards... Free Sports Bag... Free 3-ring Binder... and Free Index Dividers, 
along with the first regular set of examination cards for only $4.99, plus 
shipping and handling, according to the terms described on the other side. 


My parent has signed below. All orders subject to our credit approval. 

' Birth Date / / 
Name (please print) (J Boy (CH) Girl Mo. Day Yr. 
Address Apt. 
City State Zip 


Mail your Free Gift Certificate today! os 
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I’ve read and understand the terms of this Introductory Offer: 


Parent's Signature Telephone (area code) 
Weekly Reader® Issue 19 » February 28, 1992 aay) (Sports Pages enrollment limited to one per family.) 
Sports Pages is a trademark of Newfield Publications, inc. © 1992 Newfield Publications, Inc. Printed in U.S.A. A/ SPT276B DR2H-047 
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Everything you 
want to know about 
pro sports! 


Want to know something about pro sports? You'll find it in 
Sports Pages. 


Why? Because Sports Pages is the best source of information 
about pro sports. If a sports record isn’t in Sports Pages, it 
probably isn’t important! 


With Sports Pages, you'll amaze your friends... you'll be the 
sports expert... the one with instant answers to thousands of 
sports questions. And if you think baseball cards are great, 
wait ’til you get into Sports Pages! 


Sports Pages covers all the pro sports: baseball, football, 
basketball, hockey, soccer, PLUS individual sports such as big- 
time skateboarding, boxing, and BMX biking! 


And we mean cover! You get key facts and stats on all the 
biggest stars... all-time records... skill-building cards... trivia 
cards... greatest moments. .. dazzling feats... hilarious 
“follies”... fascinating inside stories —with lots of full-color 
action photos! 


You get large 7¥,” x 10” cards with big color photos and 
illustrations on the front and fascinating information on the 
back. Your cards come in sets of ten. 


Get Free Gifts, too! 
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absolutely free—a set of 10 Cards...a Sports Bag...a 
Binder for storing your cards... and handy Index Dividers. 


Along with these free gifts, you'll also receive a second set 
of cards for free home examination. If you don’t like this 
Set, return it to us within 14 days and owe nothing. 


If you like the cards, send us just $4.99 plus shipping 
and handling as payment in full. We'll also enroll you as 
a member of Sports Pages. Then, about every four 
weeks, you'll receive—strictly on approval—two new 
=) sets of cards (10 cards in every set) for only $4.99 
Sennseneas [el set, plus delivery. If you should ever become 
| dissatisfied, you may cancel your membership 
after purchasing just 4 additional shipments of 2 
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STAMP Sports Pages is a unique, really fun program. If 
HERE you like sports, you'll love Sports Pages! Send for 
your Free Gifts and get started —today! 


*Sales tax will be added where applicable. 


It’s the official Sports Pages Sports Bag... not available 
anywhere else. And what a sports bag! Made of heavy nylon 

fabric... water resistant... end-to-end zipper. .. durable 
nylon webbed straps. 
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Some Nations Want To Keep Ban 

ficials in Kenya and some other African 
ons want to keep the ban on ivory sales. 
’ say the ban has greatly reduced poaching 
2stroying the market for ivory in Europe and 
+h America. Last year, only 55 elephants 
_ killed in Kenya by poachers. In the 1970s 
1980s, poachers killed an average of 5,000 
nants a year in Kenya. 

ficials in African nations such as Kenya fear 
if the ban on ivory sales is lifted for some 
tries, poachers will kill elephants in other 
tries and say the elephants’ tusks are from a 
yn that is allowed to sell ivory. These sup- 
ers of the ban say buyers will not know 
cher the ivory is legal or illegal. 
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Jo you think that the ban on ivory sales 
1 be lifted for some nations? Explain your 
pr. 


W 


Africa’s 
Elephants 


, BOTSWANAS 
NAMIBIA 


‘<— SOUTH 


ATLANTIC OCEAN AFRICA 


RWANDA 


A BURUNDI 


—— MALAWI 
‘MOZAMBIQUE 


‘ZIMBABWE 


‘ INDIAN OCEAN 


>< ELEPHANT POPULATIONS 


Endangered 
Stable 


Greg Harris 


Frans Lanting/Minden Pictures 


New Update 


—WMike DiGiorgio 


Anhalt ten 
Offers Special 
Guest Services 


What happens if a shark that is 
traveling from one aquarium to 
another misses its flight? If the 
shark is at Kennedy International 
Airport, it stays at Animalport. 

Animalport in Queens, N.Y., is 
the largest animal hotel at a U.S. 
airport. It has 24 stalls, 60 ken- 
nels, and lots of bird cages. 

Animals stay at the hotel for 


Planets Detected 


Near Collapsed Star 


For the first time, scientists 
have discovered objects that may 
be planets outside of Earth’s solar 
system. 

American scientists found two, 
and possibly three, objects that 
are circling a collapsed star out- 
side our solar system. A collapsed 
star is called a pulsar. 

The collapsed star was formed 
billions of years ago from the 
explosion of a star. A collapsed 
star is smaller and heavier than a 
star, and it does not give off light. 

Scientists cannot see the col- 
lapsed star or the new planets. 
They discovered the planets by 
tracking natural radio waves sent 
out by the collapsed star. Over 
time, scientists saw certain 


changes in the patterns of those 
radio waves. These changes in 
radio-wave patterns convinced 
scientists that planets were spin- 
ning around the collapsed star. 
The collapsed star is about 
1,300 light-years from Earth, sci- 
entists say. A light-year equals 
the distance that light travels in 
one year, about 5.9 trillion miles. 
One scientist says that “life as 
we know it does not exist” on 
these planets. But the discovery of 
the planets has encouraged scien- 
tists working on a new project. In 
the fall, astronomers will begin a 
search for other life in the uni- 
verse. Their hunt is known as the 
Search for Extraterrestrial 


Intelligence (SETI). 


various reasons. Some are waiting 
between flights, either traveling 
with their owners or on the way to 
zoos. Other animals have been 
taken from smugglers and are 
awaiting transportation to zoos. 
Kathi Travers, who is in charge 
of Animalport, makes sure the 
animals are treated well. She has 
fed raisin-and-cinnamon bagels to 
a bear that wouldn’t eat anything 
else. She’s searched a plane for a 
tiger cub that had escaped. And 
she’s even gotten up at 2 a.m. to 
bottle-feed baby animals. 


Body Talk 


Why Do | Feel So Hungry? 


PLANETS ORBIT A PULSAR. 


The pulsar, or collapsed star, is no 
more than 12 miles across, but it is so 
compact that it has strong gravity. The 
pulsar gives off radio waves, not light. 


scientists discovered the planets 
near the pulsar by tracking 
changes in its radio wave patterns. 


The two planets orbiting closest 
to the pulsar are each about 
three times the weight of Earth. 


—Paul Yuskales 


By Pat Fosarelli, M.D. 
Johns Hopkins Children’s Center 


Are you hungry right now? How 
do you know that? 

When you haven’t eaten for a 
while, a special section of your 
brain signals your body. Various 
chemicals and hormones in your 
body make you feel hungry. If you 
think of food or see food, your 


mouth may start to water. 

If you eat, the feeling of hunger 
goes away because the brain sig- 
nals the body that it’s satisfied. 

If you don’t eat, your body may 
become more insistent. You may 
hear rumbling, or growling, in 
your stomach. Actually, these 
growling noises are from your 
intestines, not from your stomach. 
Doctors call these growling, rum- 


bling noises borborygmi. (How’s 
that for a weird word?) 

If you eat, this rumbling goes 
away. If you don’t eat, your belly 
may begin to ache. 

When you do eat, keep in mind 
that sweets and junk food will 
satisfy hunger only for a short | 
while. Eat a nutritious snack, and 


your “stomach” will keep auict for 


much longer. 
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Fascinating Facts 
About Elephants 


@ An elephant’s ears work some- 
thing like fans. Each ear contains 
many blood vessels. When an 
elephant is too hot, it flaps its 
ears in the air. The flapping 
movement cools the blood in the 
ears and sends the cool blood 
rushing through veins throughout 
the elephant’s body, cooling off 
the entire elephant. 


@ An elephant also can cool off 
with its own built-in shower, even 
when there is no water.available. 
It just puts its trunk down its 
throat, draws water from its own 
stomach, and sprays the water 
on its head. 


The African elephant 
is not only the most 
powerful animal that 
lives on land but also 
one of the smartest. 


Elephants must eat hundreds of 
pounds of food every day to sur- 
vive. And they eat almost non- 
stop for up to 16 hours a day. 
Their favorite foods include bam- 
boo and plums. They don’t eat 
meat. 


How can you tell where an ele- 
phant comes from? By its ears. 
Elephants from Africa have much 
larger ears than do elephants 
from Asia. 


An elephant’s trunk is strong but 
delicate. It can knock down a 
large tree yet pick up a tiny 
peanut. 


Senior Sleuths 


“Wow!” Carlos — i 
says to Jennifer. _ 
“Look at the \ 
stars on the © 2 
ceiling. This plane- 
tarium is cool.” 
“Way cool,” Jennifer 
agrees. Then Irving Marshall, the 


head of personnel at the planetari- 


um, greets the Senior Sleuths. 

“Hi there. I’m happy to see you 
two,” he begins. “We're hiring a 
new astronomer at the planetarium, 
and |’m interviewing some candi- 
dates. 

“| was all set to hire one 
astronomer, but then a second 
astronomer showed up, telling the 
most amazing story,” he says. “She 
says she’s discovered a new planet 
beyond Pluto.” 

“Let me tell you more ee! my 
wonderful discovery,’’ the 
astronomer says. “| used a very 
powerful telescope and spotted a 
planet orbiting far out beyond Pluto. 

“The planet is a neon green color. 
| tracked it for the six months it took 
to orbit the sun. | kept careful 
notes,” she says. 

“TE you expect us to believe your 
story, you're on another planet,” 
says Jessica. “You're a fake.” 


What proves the “astronomer” 
is a fake? 


Which President... 


CAN T EAT \T UPSTAIRS 
WHILE I DO MY 


HOMEWORK?) || FAVORITE! 
HOW'S IT 


WELL, T SUPPOSE. COMING ? 
a, 


... nad no name for the first 
month of his life? 
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